ASBAMI AUTHOR GUIDELINES
African Symposium on Big Data, Analytics, and Machine Intelligence (ASBAMI)

These guidelines are intended to assist authors in preparing manuscripts for publication in the ASBAMI Conference Proceedings. Authors should use the official ASBAMI Proceedings Template and adhere to the formatting requirements outlined below.

1. Manuscript Preparation
Authors must prepare their manuscripts using the official ASBAMI Proceedings Template. The template has been designed to ensure consistency and professional presentation across all papers published in the proceedings.

Formatting Requirements:

• Paper Size: A4
• Layout: Single Column
• Font: Times New Roman
• Main Text: 11 pt
• Line Spacing: Single
• Top Margin: 3.0 cm
• Bottom Margin: 3.0 cm
• Left Margin: 3.0 cm
• Right Margin: 3.0 cm
• Language: English
• File Format: Microsoft Word (.docx)

2. Paper Length
· Full Papers: 4–8 pages
· Extended Papers (where approved): Up to 10 pages
Page limits include figures, tables, references, and appendices.

3. Manuscript Structure
Authors should organize their papers using the following structure:
· Title of Paper
· Author(s) and Affiliation(s)
· Abstract
· Keywords
· Introduction
· Related Work / Literature Review
· Materials and Methods / Methodology
· Results and Discussion
· Implications for Sustainable Development (where applicable)
· Conclusion and Future Work
· Acknowledgments (optional)
· Declarations
· Conflict of Interest
· Funding
· Data Availability Statement
· References

4. Headings
The proceedings template supports a maximum of four heading levels.
First-Level Heading
Numbered and formatted in 12-point bold.
Example:
1 Introduction
Second-Level Heading
Numbered and formatted in 10-point bold.
Example:
1.1 Background
Third-Level Heading
Unnumbered run-in heading formatted in 10-point bold. Text follows on the same line.
Example:
Data Collection. The data used in this study were obtained from ...
Fourth-Level Heading
Unnumbered run-in heading formatted in 10-point italic. Text follows on the same line.
Example:
Feature Extraction. Relevant features were extracted from ...
Only the first two heading levels should be numbered.

Paragraph Formatting
· The first paragraph following a section heading should not be indented.
· The first paragraph following a table, figure, or equation should not be indented.
· Subsequent paragraphs should be indented according to the template settings.
· Authors should not manually adjust paragraph spacing or indentation.

Tables, Figures and Equations
Tables
· Table captions must appear above the table.
· Tables should be numbered consecutively.
Example:
Table 1. Classification Performance of Models
Figures
· Figure captions must appear below the figure.
· Figures should be numbered consecutively.
· Use high-quality images (minimum 300 dpi).
Example:
Fig. 1. Proposed System Architecture
Equations
Displayed equations should be centered and placed on a separate line.
Example:
x + y = z (1)
All equations should be referenced in the text where appropriate.

5. Abstract and Keywords
Abstract
The abstract should contain between 150 and 250 words and briefly describe:
· The problem addressed;
· The methodology employed;
· Key findings; and
· Major conclusions.
Keywords
Provide three to six keywords immediately following the abstract.
Example:
Keywords: Big Data, Artificial Intelligence, Data Analytics, Machine Learning, Sustainability

6. Declarations
The following declarations must appear after the Acknowledgments section and before the References section.
[bookmark: _Hlk231643038]Conflict of Interest
The authors declare that they have no competing interests that could have appeared to influence the work reported in this paper.
Funding
The authors received no specific funding for this work.
Data Availability Statement
The data supporting the findings of this study are available from the corresponding author upon reasonable request.
Authors should modify these statements where applicable.

7. References
ASBAMI adopts the American Psychological Association (APA) 7th Edition citation and referencing style.
In-Text Citations
· Single author: (Smith, 2025)
· Two authors: (Smith & Jones, 2025)
· Three or more authors: (Smith et al., 2025)
· Direct quotation: (Smith, 2025, p. 15)
Reference List
· Arrange references alphabetically by surname of the first author.
· Ensure every in-text citation appears in the reference list and vice versa.
· Include DOI or URL where available.
· Use a hanging indent of 0.5 inches (1.27 cm).
Authors are encouraged to use reference management software such as Zotero, Mendeley, EndNote, or Microsoft Word References.

8. Publication Ethics
Authors must ensure that:
· The submitted manuscript is original.
· The work has not been published previously.
· The manuscript is not under consideration elsewhere.
· All sources are appropriately acknowledged.
· Any use of AI-assisted tools has been reviewed and verified by the authors.
· Plagiarism in any form is unacceptable.

9. Review Process
All submissions will undergo peer review. Authors may be requested to revise manuscripts based on reviewers' comments before final acceptance.


10. Proceedings Publication
Accepted papers will be published in the ASBAMI Conference Proceedings. Authors are responsible for ensuring that the final manuscript conforms to the prescribed template and formatting requirements.

Contact Information
ASBAMI Secretariat
Email: bigdataafricasymposium@gmail.com
Federal University of Technology Akure (FUTA), Nigeria
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